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CEO Günter Geyer awarded honorary doctorate  
 
At a special ceremony, Vienna Insurance Group CEO Günter Geyer received an honorary 
doctorate from the University of Economics in Bratislava. 
 
Günter Geyer became a member of the Managing Board of Slovakian insurer Kooperativa when it 
was founded in 1990, and has been Chairman of the company’s Supervisory Board since 1998. In 
those roles he has played a significant part in establishing Kooperativa as one of the leading insurers 
in the Slovakian market. 
 
In his speech, the University’s Vice Chancellor, Prof. Rudolf Sivák, PhD, spoke highly of Mr Geyer’s 
services to the Slovakian insurance industry. “Günter Geyer is a widely respected figure in the 
insurance sector. He played a vital role in the growth of the industry in Central and Eastern Europe 
during the region’s transition to a market economy. I would also like to single out his past and present 
contribution to the development of the Slovakian insurance industry. Mr Geyer has more than two 
decades of experience of the Slovak economy, and has been closely involved in forcing economic 
links between Slovakia and Austria.” 
 
“I am extremely honoured to receive this doctorate. Following Slovakia’s dynamic development over 
the past 20 years has been a fascinating experience, and I am very proud to have played my part in it. 
The dedication with which the Slovak people have driven forward progress in their country is 
remarkable. Our Slovakian partners and the country’s economic success are very important to me 
personally,” said Günter Geyer. 
 
The University of Economics in Bratislava was founded in 1940 and offers high quality bachelor’s, 
master’s and doctoral qualifications in 64 business and management degree programmes. It is the 
leading business and economics university in Slovakia with currently more than 12,000 students. Its 
curriculum includes around 100 subjects, including numerous foreign language courses. The 
university has an extensive international network with 68 partner institutions worldwide and links with 
215 universities as part of the Erasmus programme. Its graduates enjoy excellent employment 
prospects both in Slovakia and abroad. The university has a chair for the insurance industry, offering 
a degree programme in insurance. 
 
 
The Vienna Insurance Group (VIG) is the company with the best rating of the leading index ATX of the Austrian 
Stock Exchange. The Vienna Insurance Group is one of the leading insurance groups in CEE headquartered in 
Vienna. Outside of its home base in Austria, Vienna Insurance Group is also active, through subsidiaries and 
insurance holdings in Albania, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Germany, Estonia, Georgia, Croatia, Latvia, 
Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Macedonia, Montenegro, Poland, Romania, Russia, Serbia, Slovakia, the Czech 
Republic, Turkey, Ukraine, Hungary and Belarus. Moreover, Wiener Städtische Versicherung has branches in 
Italy and Slovenia; Donau Versicherung has a branch in Italy. 
 
On the Austrian market, the Vienna Insurance Group (VIG) positions itself with Wiener Städtische Versicherung, 
Donau Versicherung and Sparkassen Versicherung.  
 

VIENNA INSURANCE GROUP: Wiener Städtische (AT) • Donau (AT) • s Versicherung Gruppe (AT, CZ, HR, HU, SK) • Interalbanian (AL) • Intersig (AL) • Sigma (AL) 
Bulstrad (BG) • Bulstrad Life (BG) • Bulgarski Imoti (BG) • Jahorina (BIH) • Kupala (BY) • Kooperativa (CZ) • CPP (CZ) • VIG RE (CZ) • InterRisk (DE) 
Compensa Life (EE, LT, LV) • GPIH (GE) • IRAO (GE) • Kvarner (HR) • Helios (HR) • Union Biztosito (HU) • Vienna-Life (LI) • Wiener Städtische Podgorica (ME) 
Winner (MK) • Winner Life (MK) • Compensa (PL) • InterRisk (PL) • Benefia (PL) • PZM (PL) • Omniasig (RO) • Asirom (RO) • BCR Asigurari (RO) • BCR Asigurari de Viata (RO) 
Wiener Städtische Beograd (RS) • MSK-Life (RU) • Kooperativa (SK) • Komunálna poisťovňa (SK) • Ray Sigorta (TR) • Kniazha (UA) • Globus (UA) • Jupiter (UA) • UIG (UA) 
Branches: Donau (IT), Wiener Städtische (IT), Wiener Städtische (SI) 
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Contact:  
 
VIENNA INSURANCE GROUP (VIG) 
Alexander Jedlicka 
Head of Public Relations 
Schottenring 30, 1010 Vienna 
Tel.: +43 (0)50 350-21029 
Fax: +43 (0)50 350 99-21029 
E-Mail: alexander.jedlicka@vig.com 
 
 
 
You will also find this press release on http://www.vig.com 
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