The frequency of most risks Is significantly
underestimated

What percentage of respondents underestimate the frequency with which the risks in question occur in the general
population?
Serious illness with hospital stay 84
Long-term health impairment (= 6 months) 83
Leisure accident (injury) 74
Accident at home (injury) 73
Cancer / heart attack / stroke 61
Online shopping fraud 60
Non-receipt of medical treatment 56
Road traffic accident (injury) 55
Death before age 65 45
Home burglary 36 as
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VIG Risk Literacy Study 2026: A total of 12,000 people aged 18 to 65 were surveyed in Austria, Bulgaria, Croatia, the Czech Republic, Germany, Hungary,
Lithuania, Poland, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, and Turkey.
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